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Summary of Findings: 

The Graves Registration Report ( GRRF) form for Loos British Cemetery Plot 6 Row H 
Grave 2 lists an Unknown Canadian Officer. The Concentration of Graves Burial Return 
( COG-BR ) document reports that the remains were found at 44a.H.26.c.10.9. 

The only Canadian unit that lost Officers at that specific location in the Great War was 
the 15 th Canadian Infantry Battalion. The only Canadian Officer missing at that exact 
location is Lieutenant James Archibald Wylie who was killed in action 15 August 1917. 
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Details of Findings: 

The findings are conclusive that the remains in Plot 6 Row H Grave 2 at the Loos British 
Cemetery can be no other than those of Lieutenant James Archibald Wylie. A careful 
examination of all of the records from 1914-1919 inclusive, provides evidence that there 
were no other Canadian units in that area ( Bois Hugo) that lost men that were not 
recovered for burial and are therefore in a known cemetery. 

The findings are based on the following: 

1. The E-13 War Graves Register for Lieutenant James Archibald Wylie reports that 
he was killed in action near Loos (Lens) on 16 August 1917; his grave was not 
registered at that time, nor was his grave located as late as November 1921. On 
that basis, the name of Lieutenant Wylie was added to the Vimy Memorial 
(Attachment #1).The Circumstance of Death (COD) records for Lieutenant Wylie 
were in the group that was lost during the bombing of London in the Second 
World War and are thus not available for examination. 

Subsequent to the initial submission of this file in February 2016, documents 
discovered in the archives of the 48 th Highlanders of Canada Regimental 
Museum, revealed that the 15 th Battalion had initially, and incorrectly, reported 
that Lieutenant Wylie had been killed in action on 16 August 1917. 

2. The War Diary extract for Thursday August 15, 1917 provides extensive detail on 
the actions of the 15 th Battalion at the Battle of Hill 70, Loos. The stages of the 
attack are listed in precise sequence by date and time, documenting the 
movement of the battalion from the start line to the first objective (Blue Line) and 
second objective (Green Line) from 0425 to 1144 hours (Attachment #2). 

3. The movement of the 15 th Infantry Battalion is shown, as reported, from west of 
Hill 70 crossing through Bois Hugo, as depicted in Nicholson Map 8 and a sketch 
map from the battalion historical record (Attachment #3). The 15th Battalion was 
the left hinge of the entire Canadian Corps' assault and as such was on the 
Corp's extreme left (north) flank. There were no Canadian units on the left flank 
(north) of the 15th Battalion. Prior to the assault on the morning of 15 Aug 1917 
the part of the front line that the 15th Battalion occupied for their jump-off had the 
British 138th Territorial Brigade of the 46th Division on its left flank in that 
defensive line. The regimental history, from which the sketch was extracted, 
states that the 15th Battalion sent Captain Donald Grant to that Brigade's right 
hand battalion (which would have been the battalion on the 15th's left flank 
across the inter unit boundary) to act as liaison between the two units during the 
attack. 

4. In our analysis we have accounted for the loss of Officers from each of the 13 th 
and 14 th Battalions. The 13 th Infantry Battalion was on the right (south) flank of 
the 15 th Battalion. There were no Officers with UNKNOWN graves on the Vimy 
Memorial for the 13 th Battalion. Officer casualties were one (1) Captain (Bennett) 
and one (1) Lieutenant (McLean), both accounted for in cemeteries. 
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The 14 th Infantry Battalion was in Brigade Reserve during the attack and did not 
follow the attack (Attachment #4a). The 14 th was to remain ready to offer 
assistance if required and to act in the event of an enemy counter attack. 

During the period, two Lieutenants ( R. Bourgeois & J. G. Pope) were killed and 
their bodies were recovered and buried in known cemeteries. At 2:15 pm a 
request for reinforcements was made and a company of the 14 th Battalion from 
the Brigade Reserve arrived in the 15 th Battalion's positions at 4 pm. The 15 th 
was under heavy counterattack but held the line before the 14 th arrived. This 
timeframe corresponds directly with the Brigade's Diary and timeline for the 14 th 
as detailed in the report on the battle from the 15th Battalion (Attachment #4b). 

The 15 th Infantry Battalion was relieved by the 2 nd Canadian Infantry Battalion at 
0630 hours on17 August 1917. All Officers are accounted for in that battalion for 
the period that they were in the vicinity of Loos (Attachment #4c). 

Subsequent to the submission of the 2016 Lieutenant Wylie report, we conducted 
an extensive review of the deaths of all Canadian Officers (army and air force), 
that were deemed missing, at any time during the Great War. The only Officer 
that was lost at this location (44a.H.26.c.10.9) was Lieutenant Wylie of the 15 th 
Infantry Battalion. There are no other candidates. 

5. The original situation reports from Major J. P. Girvan, Officer Commanding No. 1 

Company of the 15 th Battalion provides specific detail on the locations of both the 
Blue Line (Attachment #5a) and the Green Line (Attachment # 5b) on the 
morning of August 15,1917. Each report contains written notes and a marked 
Trench Map (44A Sectors H25 and H26). Additionally, in another situation report 
also from Major J.P. Girvan, his position at the Blue Line is marked on the trench 
map and his notes clearly state “No sign Graham, MacDonald.” Indicating 
Lieutenant McDonald was missing at that point in the attack at the Blue Line 
(Attachment #5c). All of the 15 th Battalion’s original situation reports for Hill 70 
have survived and none mention Lieutenant Wylie as being a casualty at the 
Blue Line. Each point on the attachments is marked by the red arrow ( ). 

6. Only two Officers of the 15 th Battalion are listed on the Vimy Memorial as missing 
from the Battle of Hill 70 in August 1917. These are identified as Lieutenant 
Donald Wallace McDonald and Lieutenant James Archibald Wylie (Attachment 
#6). The only other missing Officer of the 3 rd Infantry Brigade was Lieutenant 
Francis Henry Hemsley of the 16 th Battalion. His records show that he has a 
registered grave 7,000 yards west of where Lieutenant Wylie was killed. 
Hemsley’s remains are in the vicinity of 36C.L.23 near les Brebis. If he had been 
in the forward lines and taken back, he would not have progressed past 
36c.H.32.a.1.1, at Hurray Alley south of Bois Rase. This would put Lieutenant 
Hemsley, at the closest possible location, well south of Lieutenant Wylie, 
separated by the woods at Bois Rase. 

To ensure that all Officers missing in this sector were accounted for in this case; 
we checked the war diaries and casualty records for the period extending to 18 
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October 1917 when the Canadians took over for the ANZAC troops near 
Passchendaele, Belgium. For this section, we have not included the specific 
pages of the documents; however we have provided links to those reports. 

The Canadian units that were not in the immediate area of Bois Hugo in August 
and September 1917 were excluded from the evaluation, such as the 4 th Division 
in operation south of Lens. 

The 1 st Infantry Brigade ( 1 st -4 th Battalions) relieved the 3 rd Infantry Brigade on 18 
August 1917 (WD Link) . Their location is shown on the map contained in the war 
diary for that period (WD Link) , which is a comparable area. Both the 2 nd and 3 rd 
Battalions took up those positions during the days that followed ( WD Link) . There 
are no Officers from the 1 st Brigade recorded on the Vimy Memorial during that 
extended period. 

The 8 th Infantry Brigade (Canadian Mounted Rifle Battalions) relieved the 1 st 
Infantry Brigade in the area on 20 August 1917 (WD Linkl , Link2) . The only 
unknown Officer casualty in CMR in that period is Lieutenant Albert Edward 
Smith of the 1 st CMR, who was out of the area of the recovered remains at 
44a.31 .c.15.10 ( E-13 WGR Link) . 

The only other unit of the Canadian Expeditionary Force that was present in that 
area, for only a short period, was the 42 nd Battalion of the 7 th Infantry Brigade. No 
Officers are unaccounted for in the 42 nd Battalion for the period. 

Subsequent to the initial reports on Lieutenant Wylie released in February 2016 
and December 2016, we undertook a detailed review of all Officers of the 
Canadian Expeditionary Force that were deemed to be missing, at any time or 
location, during the Great War of 1914-1919. This extensive review clearly 
showed that there were no other Officers, in the Canadian Expeditionary Force or 
attached to the Imperial Air Services, that were lost at the location where the 
remains were recovered. Lieutenant Wylie is therefore the ONLY candidate. 

7. Both Lieutenant James Archibald Wylie and Lieutenant Donald Wallace 
McDonald arrived at the 15th Battalion prior to Hill 70. Lieutenant Wylie arrived 
on 24 June 1917 (Attachments #7a) and Lieutenant McDonald arrived on 3 May 
1917 (Attachment #7b). 

8. The dispositions of Lieutenants Wylie to No. 3 Company and McDonald to No. 4 
Company at Hill 70 are recorded in the account of Hill 70 operations written by 
Lieutenant Colonel CE Bent Commanding Officer, 15 th Battalion (Attachment #8). 

9. An extract from the Regimental History (page 248) describes the general 
situation surrounding the death of Lieutenant Wylie at the Green Line objective, 
“the German front line.” 15th Battalion Part II Daily Order No. 99 dated 21-8-1917 
initially, and incorrectly, reported that Lieutenant Wylie was killed on 16 Aug 1917 
(Attachment #9a). 
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Based on that report, on 21-8-1917 Canadian Section 3rd Field Echelon GHQ 
subsequently completed Army Form B 2090A reporting his death as 16-8-17 and 
the stamps on that form indicate it was forwarded to various Canadian agencies 
on 3 and 4 Sept 1917 (Attachment #9b). Flowever, on 27 Aug 1917 Canadian 
Section 3rd Field Echelon GFIQ requested that the 15th Battalion confirm the 
date of Lieutenant Wylie's death as initially reported in Part II Daily Order No. 99 
(Attachment #9c) and on 27 Aug 1917 the Battalion replied that the date should 
be corrected to be 15 Aug 1917 (Attachment #9d) and then published that 
corrected date in Part II Daily Order No. 103 dated 28-8-1917. 

We now have Lieutenant Wylie killed in action at the Green Line on 15 August 
1917 with reports that the remains of many of those killed at the Green Line were 
not collected at that time and not moved to the rear areas, or buried in marked 
graves at the front. It is therefore logical that this is where the remains of 
Lieutenant Wylie would eventually be recovered. 

10. Multiple historical documents provide consistent and absolute confirmation of two 
simple facts concerning Lieutenant McDonald: first that he was missing after 
being seriously wounded, presumed dead or killed in the attack; and second, that 
his presumed death or actual death happened at the Blue Line (Attachment 
#10a). As to Lt McDonald being missing after being killed or presumed to be 
killed after being seriously wounded, numerous documents state this fact: his 
Circumstances of Death card, Battalion Part 2 Daily Orders, 15 th Battalion 
Account of Operations at Hill 70, 15 th Battalion War Diary, the Regimental history 
of the 48 th Highlanders, Situation Report Hill 70 and the 15 th Battalion Summary 
of Reports on the attack at Hill 70. 

No. 4 Company, including Lieutenant McDonald’s platoon, was tasked in the 
Battalion’s Operation Order to remain at and secure the Blue Line and not 
advance further forward to the final objective, the Green Line (Attachment #10b). 

No. 4 Company Commander, Major D. Sheppard, in the Battalion’s Summary of 
Reports, confirms that his sub unit carried out that task and remained at the Blue 
Line. Further, in the Battalion’s Account of Operations, Major Sheppard not only 
reported that his company had secured and “dug in” on the Blue Line but that Lt 
McDonald had been “killed in the attack” to secure it (Attachment #10c). 

It is clear that Lieutenant McDonald, whether “killed in the attack ’ as reported by 
his Company Commander or ‘seriously wounded, left in shell hole and presumed 
dead at the Blue Line’ as other documents report, was never at any time in any 
location further forward than the Blue Line and most certainly was never at the 
Green Line final objective. 

11 .The “Graves Registration Report Form” (GRRF) accessed from the CWGC web 
site shows that the remains of an Unknown Canadian Officer are buried in Plot 6 
Row H Grave 2 at the Loos British Cemetery (Attachment #11). 
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Unlike the case of Lieutenant Donald Wallace McDonald, the Loos GRRF did not 
specify that the Officer was a member of the 15 th Battalion, the unit that was 
predominant in the battle to take the Bois Hugo sectors of 44a.H.25 and 
44a.H.26. For that reason, all Officers killed in the area had to be accounted for, 
as previously reported in Section 6 of this report. In completing that step, we can 
confirm that the Canadian Officer’s remains buried in the Loos British Cemetery 
are those of an Officer of the 15 th Canadian Infantry Battalion. There are no other 
missing Officers in that sector, at any time during the Great War. In similar 
examinations of Unknown British Officers in the Loos British Cemetery 
{Lieutenant Wylie and 2nd Lieutenant Kipling: Loos British Cemetery?) , it was a 
different situation, as the British fought in this sector in September 1915 and 
again in August 1917. For the Canadians, we could limit the action to the period 
of August and September 1917 without consideration of other dates or battles. 

Subsequent to the submission of the February and December 2016 reports we 
became aware of a trench raid that was conducted by Canadian units, including 
the 15 th Battalion, in this general area in February 1918. On the basis of that 
finding we conducted a new and exhaustive search of the records of all Canadian 
Officers with no known grave, at any time during the Great War (1914-1919). The 
results were unchanged; there were no other missing Canadian Officers, of any 
rank, lost at this location with no known grave. Details of this research are 
provided in the June 2019 Appeal Document (CWGC ID APPEAL Cases 307-1 
and 308-1 Lieutenants McDonald and Wylie) . 

12. Additional details on the location of the recovered Canadian officer are provided 
in the “Concentration of Graves (Exhumations and Reburials), Burial Return" 
report (COG-BR). This document shows that the body exhumed was identified as 
an Unknown Canadian Officer who was located at trench map coordinates 
44a.H.26.c.1.9 ( sic 44a.H.26.c.10.9) (Attachment #12). 

For clarity, trench map 44a (as it is to the left of French map 44) is also 
referenced as map 36c (as it is below French Map 36). As noted above, the 
reported trench map coordinates are not technically correct, as they should 
always be reported with either 1 or 2 numbers, such as coordinates 
44a.H.26.c.1.9 or 44a.H.26.c.10.90 or alternatively 36c.H.26.c.1.9 or 
36c.H.26.C.10.90. 

This is as correctly shown on the previous COG-BR page for Pte.Schaffner 
#469737 (COG-BR Link) . The 18 th Labour Coy who undertook these 
exhumations are known to the CWGC for these errors in reporting. 

13. We have provided The “Special Exhumation Report’ for the Unknown Canadian 
Officer, as it shows that the remains were exhumed for identification on 22 
February 1921, some 42 months after the death of Lieutenant Wylie (Attachment 
#13). There was evidence that the Officer had been shot in the head, had very 
good teeth was approximately 6 feet tall, but that the body was in an advance 
state of decay. There was a cross at the site that did state that it was an 
Unknown Canadian Officer. Although it is not a critical point in the examination of 


Lieutenant James Wylie 


Page 6 


Loos British Cemetery 6.H.2 







this case to demonstrate that the remains were identified as those of Lieutenant 
Wylie, it does demonstrate that this was not a case of an Officer being killed in 
action by artillery fire, thus rendering the body unrecognizable. 

At the time that Lieutenant Wylie was killed during the assault on the Green Line 
by No. 3 Company- the left forward of the battalion's two assaulting/first wave 
units, the regimental history notes that the company faced heavy machine gun 
and rifle fire as they closed on the Green Line. The 15 th Battalion researchers are 
of the opinion that much of that machine gun and rifle fire was coming as enfilade 
fire from German front line positions still occupied to the left of the 15th Battalion 
across the Canadian-British boundary positions. The Company Commander and 
another Platoon Commander are said to have been "shot" there and Wylie is said 
to have been "killed". Inference is that the casualties were coming from small 
arms and MG fire (read bullets) vice artillery. Heavy artillery fire in the area was 
not reported until after relief of the 15 th Battalion, after which there are no 
unclaimed Officer remains. 

14. All of the evidence for this investigation comes together on the extract of the 
trench map for 36c, sectors H25 and H26. This is a modified version of a similar 
trench map extract used in the report on Lieutenant Donald Wallace McDonald, 
where the reporting errors of the 18 th Labour Company were first identified 
(Attachment #14). We have marked a number of important locations. From the 
top to bottom of the extract, these are identified as: 

a. The point at 32c.H.25.b.8.9 where the COC-BR states that the body of 
Private Brant of the 14 th Battalion (sic should read 15 th Bn.) was exhumed 
(B1) and buried in St. Mary’s ADS Cemetery. 

b. The stated site of the exhumation of the 15 th Battalion Lieutenant at 
32c.H.25 b.6.8 (Ml) also exhumed and buried in St. Mary’s ADS 
Cemetery. 

c. The real exhumation location of the 15 th Battalion Lieutenant at 
32.H.25.d.6.8 (M2), who we have identified as Lieutenant Donald Wallace 
McDonald, buried in Plot 14 Row C Grave 11 at the St. Mary’s ADS 
Cemetery. 

d. The “Blue Line” or first objective on the morning of Thursday August 15, 

1916 where Lieutenant McDonald of the 15 th Battalion was mortally 
wounded and encapsulated in a shell crater (blue line). 

e. The “Green Line" or second objective where Lieutenant Wylie of the 15 th 
Battalion was killed in action later the same day (green line). The 
incorrect location for 36c.H.26.10.9 (W1) is marked to demonstrate that 
was in enemy held area at that time, thus confirming the grid map 
reporting error. The correct area for the remains is 36c.H.26.c.1.0 (or 
alternatively written as 36C.H.26.10.90 - both are correct) is also marked 
(W2). 
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The remains of Lieutenant James Archibald Wylie were exhumed at a different 
time than those of Lieutenant McDonald, however apparently by the same 18 th 
Labour Company. A number of their grid marking errors have been reported in 
other cases handled by the 18 th Labour Company, including cases from the 
British Battle of Loos in September 1915. The Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission is aware of these errors and corrections have been made. 

The trench map extract shows very clearly that the remains located at the grid 
map reference of 36c.H.26.c.1.9 are precisely where the No. 3 Coy of the 15 th 
Canadian Infantry Battalion was located at the time that Lieutenant Wylie was 
killed in action. As there are no Officers other than Lieutenant McDonald and 
Lieutenant Wylie missing in the 36C.H.25 and 36C.H.26 sectors, or anywhere in 
the area of Bois Hugo, we can conclude that these are the remains of Lieutenant 
Wylie. Lieutenant McDonald’s remains were recovered in the 36C.H.25 sector. 

15. Previous research on the case of Lieutenant Donald Wallace McDonald 

concluded that his remains were located in Sector 36c.H.26.d.6.8, where he was 
killed at the Blue Line. Lieutenant James Archibald Wylie was killed later in that 
day after he had moved forward to the Green Line. Conditions made it necessary 
to leave the bodies where they fell. In support of this, we have provided an 
extract of the text from the battalion history that comments on these difficulties, 
along with an aerial photograph that depicts how the Green Line appeared on 15 
August 1917 when Lieutenant Wylie was killed (Attachment #15a). The intense 
action and difficult terrain greatly inhibited the ability to recover the bodies during 
the battle and most likely afterwards as well. The image has been marked to 
show the Green Line and the Strong Points referenced in this report. 

A second aerial photograph from the battalion records, specifically the Battalion 
Operational Orders for Hill 70, has been extracted from the August 1917 war 
diary along with the period notes (Attachment #15b). In the image, the dashed 
black line is the German front line as marked on the original aerial photograph, 
as well as three forward outpost positions. It is clear when examining this 
photograph, in parallel with the trench map for the area (Attachment #15c), that 
Lieutenant Wylie’s remains were recovered from the outpost location at 
36c.H.26.c.1.9 (black arrow). It is here that No. 3 Company and Lieutenant 
Wylie’s platoon were fighting at the time of his death. 

After having taken their objectives, the most desperate part of the operation now 
involved holding the Green Line with their greatly reduced numbers (including a 
noted shortage of stretcher bearers to remove the dead and wounded) in the 
face of a multiple German counterattacks: 

"it was impossible to carry many dead to the rear. Most of the gallant dead were 
buried where they fell near the new front line." 

Although not known at the time of the preparation of the report on Lieutenant 
McDonald, the finding of the remains of the Unknown Canadian Officer at 
36c.H.26.1.9 provides final confirmation as to the remains of both Lieutenants 
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McDonald and Wylie. There are no other unknown Canadian Officers missing in 
this sector at any time from the Battle of Hill 70 in August 1917 until the time the 
Canadian Expeditionary Force moved to Belgium in October 1918, or at any 
other time in the Great War. 

In related research for the remains of two British 2 nd Lieutenants of the Irish 
Guards (Kipling and Law), we have reported on the unknown officers in all of the 
area cemeteries. 2 nd Lieutenants Kipling and Law of the 2 nd Battalion Irish 
Guards were identified as a result of research pertaining to the Canadian 

Lieutenants McDonald and Wylie. The grid reference errors of the 18 th Labour 
Company were critical to all four (4) of these examinations. 

The confirmation of the errors were made possible through the correct and 
incorrect reports on Private Thomas McPherson #633732 of the 2 nd Canadian 
Battalion, lost in the same grid location on August 8, 1917. As reported earlier, 
the 2 nd Battalion was in relief of the 15 th Battalion. Pte. McPherson’s remains 
were exhumed (and identified) at 36c.H.25.c.45.13, as reported to the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission on October 25, 2015 ( Error Report to 
CWGC). 

16. The burial of the remains of the members of the 15 th Battalion “where they felt ’ is 
an important component of both the Lieutenant McDonald and Lieutenant Wylie 
case reports (Attachment #16). The recorded burial locations, at various points in 
H.25.d and H.26.C made by the unit, closely follow the line of advance of the 
battalion from Bn HQ in Heath Trench, to Chalk Pit Wood, to Puit 14 and into 
Bois Hugo past first the Blue Line and then the Green Line. The men were 
burying dead basically where they fell during the advance and at locations where 
they stopped to secure objectives and hold objectives like the Blue Line and 
Green Line. 

Even for those dead who do not have burial locations with specific map 
references on their cards, there are frequent comments such as: "in the enemy 
wire ; at the Blue Line ; at front line ; in front of position] front line objective] No 
Man's Land] 50 yards short of Blue Line". This leaves no doubt that the men 
were buried or lost in H25-d and on into H26-C at locations “where they felt’. 

17. In very few instances were 15 th Battalion officer casualties of the Battle of Hill 70 
buried behind the lines, none of which died on the battlefield past the start line. 

The historical records confirm that four (4) 15 th Battalion officers paid the ultimate 
sacrifice at Hill 70, including Lieutenants McDonald and Wylie. Lieutenant 
Samuel John Reeves was killed at the start line and taken away for burial. 
Lieutenant Ewen McGregor Haldane was wounded by an enemy hand grenade 
at the Green Line and evacuated to No. 2 Canadian Field Ambulance, where he 
succumbed shortly afterwards. The CWGC Records record the burial of these 
two Lieutenants in adjoining graves at the Mazingarbe Communal Cemetery 
Extension. 
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The Regimental history records these two officers, and only these two officers 
had their bodies carried out and carried out means completely off the battlefield 
and buried at Mazingarbe Communal Cemetery Extension - Lt Haldane in grave 
II.E.16 and Lt Reeves in grave II.E.15 (Attachments #17a-f). 

18. Private Biggs #23103 and Private Goble #204508 also died of wounds and are 
buried in the same plot and row at Mazingarbe. The casualty reports document 
that the three casualties that were removed from the battlefield, after the start 
line, were wounded and taken to a casualty clearing station where they 
subsequently died (Attachment #18). Nine (9) other 15 th Battalion men were also 
removed from the battlefield wounded, taken to an aid facility, where they died of 
their wounds. All those killed on the battlefield, with a known grave, were 
recovered much later during the concentration process. 

19. The headstone in the Loos British Cemetery, in Plot 6 Row H Grave 2 currently 
states that it marks the grave of “A Canadian Officer of the Great War Known 
Unto God’ (Attachment #19). It is our firm belief that this marker should be 
changed to read “Lieutenant James Wylie 15 th Battalion Canadians 15 August 
1917’. 


A separate report on the identification of the burial location of Lieutenant McDonald was 
prepared in March 2015 and subsequently update in December 2016. The separate 
reports on McDonald and Wylie are closely linked and support the joint conclusions. 

The research on the case of Lieutenant McDonald provided clear evidence that his 
remains were recovered at the Blue Line at trench map coordinates 36c.H.25.d.6.8. 

This provides a clear separation of the battlefield burial locations of Lieutenants 
McDonald and Wylie. 

On 31 August 2017, the Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) responded 
to the authors of the “McDonald & Wylie Reports” as follows: 

It should be noted that these cases were reviewed collectively as they were 
closely connected to each other. However, for the purposes of clarity, a separate 
review for each case was undertaken by the Commission’s Commemorations 
section. Following these reviews, I am sorry to say that these cases cannot be 
progressed further. 

Included with the response from the CWGC were two casualty reports (307 & 308), 
along with an explanation as to why the cases could not be progressed further. 

During the intervening 19 month period (September 1,2017 to May 31,2019) the 
authors have conducted significant additional research to address each of the questions 
or concerns raised by the CWGC review team. The primary component of this research 
was to address the location of all Canadian officers, with no known grave in France, that 
are memorialized on the Vimy Memorial or the Arras Flying Services Memorial. 
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The results of the additional research have been documented in a separate report 
entitled: 


CWGCIJDAPPEAL Cases 307-1 and 308-1 Lieutenants Donald Wallace 

McDonalcj and_ Lt. James Alexander^ Wylie 

The appeal document, along with the two (2) amended reports for Lieutenants 
McDonald and Wylie, now form the combined June 2019 submission to the CWGC. 


Action Required: 

The “Investigative Report” has been prepared in accordance with the procedures and 
criteria set out by the CWGC, should they wish to make any changes to the 
commemoration details (Attachment #20). 

The evidence reported in the case of Lieutenant Wylie, as supported by earlier research 
on the case of Lieutenant McDonald; provide conclusive proof that only two Canadian 
Officers are known to have been lost in the H.25 and H.26 sectors of Bois Hugo. This is 
not restrictive to the period of the battle in August 1917 but pertains to all times and 
actions during the Great War of 1914-1921. The final confirmation of both events is 
confirmed by the agreement of the records that Lieutenant McDonald was lost at the 
Blue Line (H.25.d) and Lieutenant Wylie was lost at the Green Line (H.26.C), both on 15 
August 1917. 


Lieutenant James Wylie 
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ATTACHMENT #1 



VL>RSI KU 

ank . ...Xi.Lft&ti. Name 

<//- 

iXJiljS jUt, 

"w- W* 

SO- '\51 

... L.rtriY 

TO* - iOM—4-6-17 

15th Bn 





I+.4- 


Date or Death 

Cause aho Place or Oeatm 

Car. shot No 


16-6-17 

X. 

Killed in Action 

756 Slit 


/ \ 

Date or burial. 

-:-i— 

Place or Burial 

Ducmpion or Brave 



■rtW' /o 

' . CUC. 3*JL 









*/0 

'7 




*Vil 

viY* 




MEMC 

>R! A L 






_ J 



James Archibald Wylie 
Lieutenant, 15 th Battalion, C.E.F. 

W T as born in Almonte, Ontario, in 1804. 
After completing his education in his 
native town, he entered the service of 
the Bank of Montreal. He enlisted in 
Edmonton in 1915 and was given his 
commission as Lieutenant in the 92nd 
Canadian Highlanders. Before going 
overseas with a reinforcement drift in 
September, 1916, he served as Orderly 
Officer to the General of his Brigade 
and as Assistant Provost-Marshal in 
Toronto and at Camp Borden. In Eng¬ 
land he was posted to the 173rd Bat¬ 
talion, but in July, 1917, at his own re- 

J juest, he went to France with a draft 
or the 15th Battalion, 48th High¬ 
landers of Canada. During the attack 
at Hill 70 on the morning of August 
15th, 1917, he was instantly killed by 
enemy fire while successfully bombing 
a party of the enemy from a shell-hole 
in front of his position after he had led 
his platoon to their final objective. 


Lieutenant James Wylie 
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ATTACHMENT #2 


War Diary Narrative for August 15 th : 

• http://data2.collectionscanada.ca/e/e044/e001092583.jpg 


liSH.BJffTlLKS, '-TH.HIiHL-'JDffiS 5F 
Sffil AST 0? -?P03C*S CH THE 

ATTACK A 3 .AK 3 T HILL ?0 C 01 T 3 ICDIG ISO AUGUST l 5 fH. 


n 


3 


& & 

4.25 A.!f. 

4.2j * 

4.32 • 

4.40 " 

- 

5.oo " 
5.io " 


5.15 


5.40 


6.15 


9-3o 

6.;0 

7.15 

2.25 

5.1; 

0-30 


♦ 3.35 

9.00 

10.40 


11.04 

11.20 

11.36 


11.44 


Barrage Startn# , . . . 

ZTer^hii^. to ae ^^11. Out p«riec w# 

} fire sedna ver rtak, ana i? oor-finda chiefly to oar 
old W.t lir.* Trenches, .. .. 

fireor. rur Old- Profct L*iio it lccreuak^ cli^t.y • 
is not aheliinj? our aid Su^ortd 7*ry r.^yilr. 

£i<^y up i slight &ioke tarru^e on our ielt f oc* 

3 Lv*aTa! A.oer Cluster being flu.t uj* 
ll. ior HuVor .ounuai, re^orta all going veil w.n lit. 
Objective mc~ai» 



^r.Shep?«d,0.C.Ko.4 Coy, it 310 B LE;L report all 4>iifc 

Lieat.finaifritb,idv.Report Centre report# r .’hole aitatfkg 
forco j>t <cra ;n- BtfJ2 L3I2 it. etyla.Car. etc sell to 
the south everyth^ locks fine, Our tfirers u4V# done 

foreverd* e . . . . 

roports il&t ilia platoon ;iu reacnea its oc w ec> 
Ivo - Ko. I strong Point. _ ...... 

*iajor Oil*van, Q.C.Ko.i Ooy reports •*; a; fined ociectire 
au oonjaUuntir^Iri touen on both flanks, out tto.3 Oa*-. 
is ii« ouju 1 c&i t-t yj«« h i bower donn 

aitceoi.e to tvle cnorj;e il’ possible. I t-av« enjoin ~e& -o 
hold or. iritja. • 

situation lo antiafactory. .... . 

r:.e 3.;:. sires "Captured 0 -^i-or utatea that xt is tae 
Intention to launch or. Iniediate counter attack.* 

So... ' art ill err fire show a clioT.t increase around 1* 

BIS and k front of R-port Centre. 

Situation report &i aLaoist no nasi by BORIS 0. P. 

2:a_. increases shell ii£ c.i ole K^. U^r.>a Lena, ola frocit 
Line, CHADC PIT ALLEY and MATH TFffiiCH. 

ir. the front Ike. Proapscta re in . Tour o i a counter 
attack. JnelLk* Las increaaea o:. our front..CaaiwlWee 
ire 10 Officers ar.u approil-Ately loO O.R., ^irir^ hae been 
done on the front Ike, :ro.. the ie.* clu.k of tr.e ljt.. to 
about 100 yards reel ot 30 IS 300. Officer L. cr.ar^e of 
uirLuf; party (Lieutecant RooTeo) Laa Caen silled.■ 
liajor Girtfe, O.C. !!o. 1 Owpony, roportes r.ie :ror.t Ike 
belt heavily ebelled, ua or.any aacnxne t,u:io very active, 
ftieuty ahellitnc of front line oontinuee. 

Heavy enerjy reinforcecouts observed aoKinty up road at 
H*27.d t 75o;..proceeiii* don^ road benino ELIS 3i 
DU HDIT k file. ,, , . ... . 

S;euy still observed reinforcing and »e are snellitt, «« 
heavily. .... 

B-.ecy's troope still ocaervea jaaaiiK. 

Gentian troop* c«mi.c; fonrard a: a left incline, in «o 
wave6 froc POUT BE viCfDIM to«urc3 the front lir.e. Oir 
artillery fceepLo up a Good fire. A , 

AivancicK eneoy troops extend froa left of TIIXS3 to ri^x 
of POHTDi V3IDE!. Our artillery still aoiob efood *orx. 


Lieutenant James Wylie 
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ATTACHMENT #3 


Extract of Nicholson Map 8 



Chalk Pit Woo<: 


battal/on 


15-25 AUGUST 1917 


jattauon 


(Z 

Aa 

k tth-\o*£ 




i' 


a Cite ^ 
Auguste* 


,rr^» oN 


Sr.ci 


Srrfi 

^Worjr* 




Hill 70 Page 243 



Lieutenant James Wylie 
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ATTACHMENT #4 (a) 


aaoaar. 


oiis.'iTxoi o;iiua a-.. isi 

BY 

U3TC. QOLILfl. a.4UL? KSGLMB-i ,L.B.O., 
aOlUi-JUOO, 14TH JAB Aid SB BAmiJOD, 
JtoY.U. HOffthiU. ilOtfiS*. 




/3 





In-the-field, inly 24th, 1917. 

1. Ir oonjunotlor. with other operations, the* OAIASXAI 
OOhSS, will take the high ground north of L»S, on a date 
and at an hour to be notified later, In order to sndsaveur 
to fioroo the enemy to evaeuate UBS. 

(he 1ST GABA MAS MTISIOB will attaok with two Brigades 
abreast. the ZED BfllOAiS on the right, the SID S£20ASX on 
the left, and Ifco 13T BS29ABB In roaarwa. 

The ZXD OAHAiiAX £1713101 will attaok on the right of 
the 137 OAXAUIUi DIYIHOH. 

The 44TH B31T138 £17101011 will be on the left of the 
131 OAK Aid Alt' £1713101, OBd the 13«H BiAlTI® BHIOAIW on the 
left of the 3RD B&I0AL3 attaok. 

A« far as prooent knowledge ohowa, the 44TH 
SI 71 OIOS sill take no part Is the operatlono. 

2. The objectives of the BHD BBI9ABX wlU be,. 

It tot 

lot. THB BLOB LIE 3. from H.BO.d.66.70.- M.d.90.65. 

26,4,86.^0.9 Sl.b.SO.iO. 

36,a. 1. a.. 32.-0,06.66. 

ted, THIS 8HXBS USE. from Hi23.6.96.6B - 85.9.16.70, 

thaaee a Use ■.«. along the 
wad Xa.a.6.6. to 32.0.88.77,(tho 
Junotlon with BID BRItABX.) 

3. Tho 3iO BH10ADH will attaok with throe Bsttallone,. 
itfa BATTALIOS, C AKAMAI 300OTI2H, on right, - 

L3TH BATTAUCE, SMXA1 HI0HLMD?33 Of CABALA, .In cent re, - 
13TH BATTAU-jB, 46TH iUML* iTHt Of QABALA , on left,. 

14IH BAITAUOB, HDXAL MOKS&AL HSffli BBT, will bo In 
Brigade Heaervo. 

laoh of the thro i n: tanking Battalions will attaok on 
n two Conpiry frontage, ®d oaah ooi^any will attaok on a 
two flats® frontage. 

4. Tho tablo of frontages will be,. 


I. 


Brigade,. 1400 yards egtLroxlratoly. 
Battalion,- 466 " 

Oompncy,. 8X3 » 

flatoon,. 116 " " 

Boundaries will bo os follows,. 


16TH BAWAUOS,- 


Botween 16TH and 
1STH DAWAUOSa,- 


rlcht boundary botwo m 
British front Llno,- 
Qonaan front Lino,. 
Blue Lino,- 
greet Line,. 

British front Line . 
germ* front Lino * 
Blue Line,, 
groan Lins,. 


BID ®d ttL RHOADES. 
I. 31.or67.60. 
3.31*4.10.06. 
1,32,0.10,77. 
g.3£.0.t.9. 



B.Sl.b.76.87 
1.38.0.60.86 


Lieutenant James Wylie 
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ATTACHMENT #4 (b) 


3. Hotes or. Operations of Au. ust i?th - l oin. 1317. i.c..fin,.ed. l i 

~ 1 1 1 

TH E iff TACK Oar ILO'u odd except one, all came through safely 

Tontd.' to t -.6 3KSH! LINE, also captured a revolver camon or 

medium H rsich :ortar. It was mounted or* a heavy base aid was 
• * came so that it diald he sturw; muao* and. fire ir. cnj •airectior*. 

. There r.;re about 500 rounds beside it. but none oi' our officers 

cr men knew how to operate it. One of the Hur* prisoner# volun¬ 
teered to shots the cay, ana he placed a round in pointed the 
gun to .ard3 t..e eaefena of B0I3 HDGO and fired the ear* hteself, 
the shell landing a.. 4 nget the eieuy who were ir. trenches vfchere. 
The T.L',Battery t«i* took over and fired the reoainig rounds. 

At about S.3D a.m. the a*a..v shelling on our r.era front Line 
i.-creeaed co.*eiuerafcly ana this continued. 

■pfE DEFENCE OF At 10.30 a. a, the O.P's reported aiaay reinfcrcemaats 
T HE POSITION . weie cutting U P. end it was evident that the nun »ae going to 
muxe a strong counter attack. For the next ;.our, eheoy troops 
cert observea advancing i: masses And'ext aided order all aiunse 
his back areas. Our artillery did V6ry fine work shelling these 
troops, end breaking then up in many ;aaes. This continued uni.il 
12,45 p.m. when an assault was launched against our left flank. 
The enemy assembled in his traiches and support lines and then 
advanced in four lines. He was mowed down oy our artillery and 
machine gun barrages, ana those Huhe that actually got into our 
Trench**, were i*medi.ataly bombed out. The er.aiy'a lisa us auat 
have been tra-enaous, because very few of hie men escaped our 
destructive and annihilating fire. A 3ecouu assault saa aitetnp- 
ted about 1.1? p.m. This attacx .van r.ot earn as successful as 
the last one, as hie me* did not ever, reach our troicaee, but 
were s;x»t down as they advanced, our men wore all in the beet 
of spirits, as it was'evident that the a,eu.y had very little 
chance oi success. Out barrage was perfect, ar.d cams com. 
almost immediately it was called for. 

During these attacks, a party of 12 of the many made 
t. eir way up’flEATH Trench arid reac.iea our Battalion Headquarters 
All aigialiera, runnera, and satiuai immediately attac.ed lco 
party with bombs, and cnasei them baca to their own lines. This 
curt/ of Her.a had evidently altered our lines on the front of 
the Battalion on our left, whicn nad been ordered to withdraw, 
in order not to come under our barrage. At 2 p.m. it was 
evident that enemy attacks had failed, and we were bolding aul 
0 x ground. Our artillery gradually slac..aiea uown and by 3 P«& 
the situation was normal. The enemy air acted his shall tag at 
, this tins chiefly against. CHALK PIT ALLR wad 15SJEH TflSKJH. 

Four Officer reiuforcavwits arrived from the Transport, 
-and were sent to the different Ouapanies. Lieut. H ioano, 
co raiding No. 3 coy was killed by a German bomb. 

At 4 p.m. the enemy attempted to rian up !iio C>T' 8 aid 
bomb out our Front Line on the left flank. Qur cuen were all 
ready for them, and gave 'them a war.) r-jception. 0‘‘*e O-'iicer 
stooa up on the parapet mid. did some fine bombt*rowiim towuras 
the C.T'o. .Killing many Of the enemy as tnay came up Trie t.anch. 
The situation soon quieted down. 

One Coy. of the 14th.Battalion came up then and took up 
a position in the PLUS LUIS. At 5,2? p.m. toe enemy again^ 
started to ca .o over oil tab way across our Front. Qur $.0.3* 
flare was sar.t up am the arrege came down kued lately. The 
attacu w4s easily repulaad and the situatio.^becami quieter. 

The utteny continued'shelling our area until o.jO p.m. wuen hie 
artillery quieted down. 


Lieutenant James Wylie 
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ATTACHMENT #4 (c) 



Lieutenant James Wylie 
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ATTACHMENT #5 (a) 



Lieutenant James Wylie 
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ATTACHMENT #5 (b) 
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ATTACHMENT #5 (c) 
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ATTACHMENT #6 


Candidates: 


1 

MCDONALD 

DONALD WALLACE 

15/08/1917 

Lieutenant 

15th Bn., 3 rd Infantry Brigade, 1 st Canadian Division 

Reported St. Mary's ADS 14.C.11 

EXCLUDED: Previously identified in St. Mary's ADS Cemetery 

2 

WYLIE 

JAMES ARCHIBALD 

16/08/1917 

Lieutenant 

15th Bn., 3 rd Infantry Brigade, 1 st Canadian Division 
at the Green Line 36c.H.26.c.1.9 

INCLUDED: The only Officer in the correct location that is on Vimy Memorial 

3 

HEMSLEY 

FRANCIS HENRY 

16/08/1917 

Lieutenant 

16th Bn., 3 rd Infantry Brigade, 1 st Canadian Division 

1 mile SE Mazingarbe, 4.5 miles north west of Lens area 36b.L.23 

EXCLUDED: 7,000 yards east of where the remains were located 

4 

SMITH 

ALBERT EDWARD 

22/08/1917 (link added 20 September 2017) 

Lieutenant 

1st CMR, 8 th Infantry Brigade, 3 rd Canadian Division 

36c.H.31.c.15.10 south west of Bois Base 

EXCLUDED: 500 yards south of remains, separated by Bois Base 


Lieutenant James Wylie 
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ATTACHMENT #7a 


Page 237 Regimental History of the 48 th Highlanders of Canada stating arrival of 
Lieutenant Wylie 

old company. Capt. A. Turnbull went to the Tirst Army school 
Capt. H. Price now took command of No. 2 Company with Capt 
D. M. Grant as second, and Lt. T. M. Cowan and Lt. J. A. Wylie : 
new officers, were posted to Nos. 3 and 4 Companies respectively. 

This spell of working parties cost 7 men wounded and Ptes. A. E. 
Robertson and G. Jordan killed. 

. • . 1 TT • 11 1 i 1 * I 1 

Battalion Part II Daily Orders No.74 dated 27-6-1917 reporting arrival of Lieutenant Wylie 



* 

commenced witn me nrst issue in each vear. 

A 

/ 

« 

15th Canadian Battalion. 



DAILY 

ORDERS. PART II. 


N B —T< (' Sub. No. of Ord^awl S 


No 

reio be shown in StatioiJ n the Field. . 


Column* i and 2 tlfusHT 

«-C©dftS-Martiftl 

Pate. .2.7-6-17- . 




K egi menial Xo.^ iKihik, atvd 

j Stjdn., 

1 Batty., 
or Co. 

Particulars of Casualties, etc., and Date. 


OFFICERS. 




Lt-Col. Bent C.E 

• £ 

} • S .0 • 

►Assumed command of 3rd, Canadian Infantry 
Brigade during absence of Brig-Gen O.S. Tuxford 
C.B.yC.M.G. tOn Leave ) from 13-6-17. 





(Ant#. 3rd. Can. Inf. Bde. A.P. B.213 dated 



J 

L iLtuA 

16-6-17.) 


Lieut# K.B. MoLarenO 


Having arrived from England as relnforoements 


Lieut. T.M. Co van 



are taken on strength of 15th Canadian Battalion 


Lieut. J .A. Wylie 

) 


accordingly. 24-6-17. 


r 



(Auth. W.O. Letter 12l/Dfts./6660 (A.G. 4 a ) 
dated 16-6-17.) Can. Sect. 3rd. Echelon. Pile 
K.R. 13380. Can. Base Depot Nom. Roll dated 





24-6-17.) 


Capt. J.S. Laycock 


/ 

Reference Part 11 Orders No 70 dated 14-6-17 


(Killed in Action) 



(S.O. "Officers" ) the correct date of death of 
the marginally noted Officer should read 10-6-17 
(Auth. O.C. 15th Canadian Battalion letter^ 
dated 12-6-17. Can. Sect. 3rd. Echelon. Pile 

K.1/710461., and 15th Can. Battalion A.P. B.213 




dated 16-6-17.) 










Lt«ut# 


/ 



for Lt-Col.A.A.0# 

Can# Seot# 3rd* Echelon, 


Lieutenant James Wylie 
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ATTACHMENT #7b 


Battalion Part II Daily Orders No.56 dated 12-51917 reporting arrival of Lieutenant 
McDonald 


A* 


o 


Unit 15th Canadlan Battalion. 

DAILY ORDERS. PART II. 


• MaP 

Inu / 

N.B.—Thjgf 9ub. Neff of Order and Subject are to be shown in fltaiinnlll ‘til6 Field. 
Columns. 1 and 2 thus :— 1—Courts-Martial. 

-^- 


N 56i 

o.. 

Date.12-5-r.17.. 


Regimental No., Rank, and Name. 


OFFICERS « 


Sqdn., 
Batty., 
or Co. 


Particulars of Casualties, etc., and Date. 


Capt. J.P. Girvan 

Lieut. N.W. Cosby 
Lieut. J. Robertson 


y 




Lieut. D.W. McDonald 


✓ 


Lieut. M.F. Newman 


/ /Reference Part 11 Orders No. 48 dated 30-4-17 
(S.0."0ffleers") the correct rank of the 
marginally noted Officer is as now stated. 

(Auth. A.F. B.103 certified "Correct". ) 

'''/Having rejoined from England is taken on strengt 
of 15th Battalion accordingly. 1-5-17. 

✓? Having arrived in France as Reinforcement is 
taken on strength of 15th Battalion accordingly 
1-5-17. 

(Auth. W.O. letter 12l/Drafts/588l/A.G.4e dated 
20-4-17, Can. Sect. 3rd. Echelon. File K.R. 
11359. Landing Return No 8177 dated 1-5-17. ) 

/'’'Having arrived in France as Reinforcement is 
taken on strength of 15th Battalion accordingly 
3-5-17. 

(Auth. W.O. Letter 121/Drafts/5930/ A.G. 4a 
dated 23-4-17. Can. Sect. 3rd. Echelon. File 
K.R. 11451. Can. Base Depot Nom. Roll dated 
3-5-17.) 

U»"7 

INVALIDED (WOUNDED) and detached to 1st. 

Central Ontario Regtl.Depot Shorncliffe 26-4-17, 
(Auth. O.C. H.3. "St. Denis" A.F. W.3083 
dated 26-4-17.) 



Lieut, 
for Major A.A.G. 
Canadian Section, 
3rd. Echelon. G.H. 14 . 


Lieutenant James Wylie 
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ATTACHMENT #8 


Extract from a account of Hill 70 written by LtCol CE Bent 15 th Battalion indicating 
disposition of Lieutenat McDonald (No. 4 Company) and Lieutenant Wylie (No. 3 

Company) at Hill 70. 




The Battalion met into the L 

iii.6 Oificered as iojlIoi 

Headquarters - 

Xj in gu o • 

-Cel. C.E.Ben v 

• 

o 

• 

o 


C&pt. 

H.Price 

Act mm mio. in Coimocum 


Lieut. 

Hax d m i o 

Act in& Ad jut, it 


Xj 1 - • 

Winn i frit u 

Intellie,ents Officer 

No.l Company 

Major 

Givin 

• 

O 

• 

o 


Xj 1 GU U o 

Chisholm 



Xj 16 - O « 

Robertson 



L iyu. r ♦ 

Donald 


No.2 Company 

Lieut• 

Samuels 

• 

o 

• 

o 


L i @u if • 

Reeves 



L iou a • 

A. hi ews 



Xj x euo • 

Graham 


No.3 Company 

Mujoi 

Mavor 

0 . c. 


Lieut. 

McGee 



Lieut. 

Wylie 



Lie ut • 

Co Vt Cill 


No. 4 Company 

Major 

Sheppar 

• 

o 

• 

o 


Lieut. 

Chisholm 



Lieut. 

McDonald 



Lieut. 

T u i o . 



Lieutenant James Wylie 
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ATTACHMENT #9a 


Extract from page 248 Regimental History of the 48 th Highlanders of Canada describing 
death of Lieutenant Wylie at the Green Line. 

1 Meanwhile No. 3 Company were sprawling and floundering 
forward, ripping themselves loose from snarls of wire, bombing 
dugouts and unbroken bays, rushing the redoubts and pressing 
resolutely on to the Green Objective. But it w^as tough going. 

There was continuous rifle and a seething hail of Maxim-fire from 
the flank. The company dwindled. Its commander had stopped 
a bullet at the Gennan front-line. Lt. J. A. Wylie had been killed 
there. Then Lt. McGee went down wounded. Soon their line was 
only isolated and all but leaderless squads, fighting grimly in the 
fitful half-light of morning. Lt. Thomas Cowan, in action for the 
first time, w’as the only officer left. 


and the old No Man’s Land by his heavies, it was impossible to 
carry many dead to the rear. Most of the gallant dead were buriet 

where they fell, near the new front-hne ’ 


Battalion Part II Daily Orders 99 dated 21-8-1917 reporting Lieutenant Wylie KIA 


unit mi, eaa. hatUlUH. 

DAILY ORDERS. PART II. 


N.B. —' The Sub. No. of Order and Subject are to lie uluiwi 
Column, 1 and 2 thus:— 1—Court-Martial. 


Station In the Field. 


No. 

Date... 


21ra?12a. 


Lieut* s*J. Reeves n*C* 
Lieut* J*A* Wylie ^ 

Lieut* B*M* Haldane 

9* CABChLMTIONS* 


Regimental No., Rank, and Name. 


Particular, of Ca«ualtics, etc., and Data. 


orrxoiRs. 

.Vi'HUCK - 

8* EXJUUttOK OFF OTKhNQTH a.,0 ^TaBLI. .1 l bT. 


Killed in Action* lfi-8-17* 


(Auth. 1st. Army Cae. Llat No* 1060 dated 
17-8-17.) 

DIKD OP WOUNDS RKCKIVKD IN ACTION. 18-8-17* 
(Auth* 0*C* No* 2 Can* Field Amb* Tgra dated 
18-8-17* Can* .Sect* 3rd* Boh* No* T18300) 


Lieut* J*H• Chlpman 


Part 11 Orders Se^90 dated 31-7-17 (S.O."Officer 
re ortlng thl^offleer as relinquishing the 
Acting Ranked f Capt* on 27-4-17 la hereby 
canoe llei^(see also below) 

(Auth •/List of Appts Conjnna. k Rewards No 147 
dats«K 4-8-17 • ) 


10. KLUiL.Ul. Hjftii-.Nl:. ANL R. Vr.> ■.il IQH., * 


Llsut* (A/Capt) J*H* Chlpman Relinquishes the Aotlng Rank of Captain 
l0-3-17y 

V (Auth* List of Appts Con ns k Rewards No 147 

dstpd 4-8-17*) 


11. APPOINTtiSMTS k ShOONDIMOS. 




Lieut* B*. • Raids nby To be Aotlng Waft a In vice A/Capt. J.H. Chlpman 

^ (See above)ip^3-17. 

(Auth. LlsV of Apple* Conrms l Rewards No 147 
dated A-to/ll*) 


Lieut* 

for IA-Col*A.A.O. 
Canadian seotlon* 
3rd* Keh* Ion. o*H* 


Lieutenant James Wylie 
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ATTACHMENT #9b 


J.R.P. 


FIELD SERVICE. 



3. 2090a. 


• ItliPO'llT of Doa'.L of a Soldier to bo forwarded to the War Ollice with the least possible delay after receipt 
of. notification of death ou Army Form l>. 213 or Army Form A. 30, or from other odicial documentary sources. 

H paymaster 1 


P.KQIM1C NT 

on coups 


15th Can. Battalion. 


ltegimentul No. 

WYLIL 


Ivuttk 


SqaitJron, Troop, \ 
Buttery or Company/ 

Lieutenant. 


Surname 


Janies Archibald 


Christian Named_ 


i Date 


16-8-17. 


Died I 


Cause o£ Death*. 


- Place 

Killed in Action* 


In the Field. France. 


Cae. List No 1080. elated 17-8-17. 


Nature and Date of Keport 

By whom mad, B.H.Q* let* ArP y. 

* bpcciall} alalu if killed la action, or died (rout nvuutla received lu acllou, or fruui illuoaa due to Ould Mj ct.ttionts or to fatigue, priTatiou 

mUituiy duty, or from injury while ou military duty, — 


Burial -I 


Place- 


lBy whom reported__ 

<< 

. ... . . i C«) in Pay Book (Anuy Book 64) 

State whether he leases J J v J 

a WU1 or not / . na „ - - > 


-Date 





_ (6) iu Small Book (if at Base)! 


(e) as a separate documents 


All private documents and effects received from the front or hospital, as well as the Pay Booh, should be exumiaed, and if any 
will ic found it should be at. onco forwarded to the War Ollice. 

Any information received as to verbal expressions by a deceased soldier of his wisbc> as to the disposal of bis estate should be 
reported to the War Ollice us coon as possible. 

A duplicate of this Report in to bo sent to the Fixed Centro Paymaster at Homo, or t ; the P.K.A.G., Indian Kxpcditiunary Puree, 
or Fluid Disbursing 0illc r. a> the cas. may require, togi tiicr with the Dt-ceased'e Vy\ 1> /<> (ait i withdrawal ul uuy will from tl»j 
latter). If tha 1 iviitsid’s Small Book is at Ilia Base, it should bo forwarded to the \Vuj(Oiiiyu ' Qg 

for* Lt-Col.A .A .G • 


Station and * Rou en 21-B -17 
Bate j 


f 


Signature of Officer in charge of Section' 
Adjutant-Generals Ollice at the Base J 


Canadian Sectlaia.- 
ord. Kchelon. Q.H.W* 


a45i) W85S7,MM0 WO.COO 10(16 JFW IC328] Fora8/B2G:CA/2 
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ATTACHMENT #9c 


r 


K. 1 . 16/4303. 


From. 


A.A.G. Canadian Section, 
3rd. Echelon. G.H.Q,. 


To. 

Officer Commanding, 

15th Canadian Battalion, 

1st. Canadian Division. B.E.F. 


.•my Form B.213 d/ 18-8-17. 

15th Canadian Battalion. 

With reference to the marginally noted d 







return it is observed that — 

1. Lieut. J.A. Wylie and Lieut Reeves S.J. have been 
reported in Part 11 Orders Tic. 99 dated 21-8-17 as 
Killed in Action 16-8-17. on authority of 1st. Army Cas. 
List No 1080, whereas they are reported by you as being 
killed on 15-8-17. 

2. Lieut. E.M.Haldane was reported by No. 2 Can. Field 
AmbT - as having died of wounds on 18-8-17, whereas he is 
reported by you as killed in action on 15-8-17. 

3. 193551 Pte Dunbar J. i3 reported as "To Hospital 
11-8-17" but your letter dated 18-8-17 reports him as 
"Missing 15-8-17". 

4. 437151 Pte Rivet A. is reported as " To Hospital 
Wounded 15-8-17" but your letter dated 18-8-17 reports 
him as "Missing 15-8-17". 

5. 800131 Pte Cameron A. is reported as "Killed in Action 
15-8-17" but No 7 Cas.Clearing Station reports gim a3 
having died of wounds on 16-8-17, vide Part 11 Orders 

No. 99 dated 21-8-17. 

6. 204269 Bte Cox R. does not appear to have been 

reported on A.F. 'B7^13 as an Absentee,although mail 
matter addressed to him has been returned here marked 
"Absentee 19-7-17". 


Please cause these differences to be 
investigated as soon as possible,in order that records 
here may be adjusted. 


24-3-17. 



-'Lieut . 
for Lt-Col.A.A.G. 
Canadian Section, 
3rd. Echelon. G.H.Q. 


Lieutenant James Wylie 
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ATTACHMENT #9d 


K.I. lb/4« H u/24.o.l7. 


(3) 


( 5 ) 


( 6 ) 


In the field. 

27th Au/ust, IS 17. 


R. 465* 


Officer Command ii , 
l?th Battalion, 

A.A.H.J Can. Sect ion, 
3rd Echelon, g.II. Q. 


(1) The Correct date of Casualties to Lieut3* 

J. A.Wylie and 3. J.Reeves is 15.8.17 

(2) Lieut.S.M.Haldane was killed in ation 
l>.b.l7. Hie body was sent through the 
Field Ambulance to ^.Transport for burial. 
Cwi/ig to this F.Adb. being relieved ana the 
body left behind, he w o later reported by 
to. 2 F.Amb. as nuviiig dieu of wounas 18th. 

No. 153551 Pte, J.Dunbar was admitted to 
Hosp Sick, U.o.17. He returned hie 
Company on 12th instjand went into the ±ine # 
and wag reported Missing on the lptii# 

Tnis infomation however waa not available 
for 3.213. dated 18.8.17, but has been 
duly reported on B.213 ior 25.uw.17. 

(4) 437151 i’t^^Rivet, was c^rected to 


i»'-. j.niv 00 , was corro.oeu 00 
Missing I 5 . 0 .I 7 on B. 213 a/25«o»17* 

8®0131 Pte.A. Cameron Killed in A. 15*3.17. 
We have ma^e enquiries re 1 this man, and 
are now reporting him as having Dieu of 
Wounds lb.u .17 authority No. 7*G.C.s. 

He 2C426D Pto.**®ox. was reported in *n 
Orders as An Absebtee dr om IS.7.17 to 
23,7.17. 2his was later corrected in 
Sn Orders, when the Battalion cane out 
oi the trenches. It appears that this 
nan was left in an isolated Post when his 
Company was relieved, reported to the 
relieving Company and remained with them 
until the Battalion was relieved. 


5s<ft a 4at% a ii^p nt - 

41 C* 


WMk 



Lieutenant James Wylie 
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ATTACHMENT #10a 


Extract from page 255 Regimental History of the 48 th Highlanders of Canada describing 
wounding of Lieutenant McDonald at the Blue Line. 


Company. Lt. D. W. MacDonald, a new officer of No. 4 Company, 
was killed. He was seriously wounded at the Blue Line and placed in 
a shell-hole which was later blasted into a large crater. Lt. Wendell 
Graham, No. 2 Company, was wounded, as was Lt. Gordon 
Chisholm of No. 4 Company, and Lt. J. Robertson of No. 1 Company. 


Battalion Part II Daily Orders 107 7-8-1917 reporting Lieutenant McDonald MIA 
presumed KIA 


V 


Unit 15th Canadian Battalion* 

DAILY ORDERS. PART II. 

t— T n ‘fci Hit riald. 


No. 107. 
7 ^- 17 . 





10. ATTACHMENTS. 

Lt-coi. C.K. Pant 


OFFICERS. 


A*tuned command of 3rd. Canadian Infantry Bda. 
daring abeenoe of Brig-Gen. O.S. Tuxford CB.CMJ. 
(To oonnand 1st. Can. Dlvialon) 24-ft-17. 


(Auth. Ord. Can. Infantry Bda. A.F. B.213 
dated 25-B-17.) 


11. HOMOUR3 AMD AWARDS. 

' Bijli. A. Fraeer [ 

(To Knfland 21-4*17.) ' 

I Lieut•(A/Capt) R.A. Brown 

Lieut. (a/C apt) H.0* Leary , 
(Seconded 3rd. Can. Trench 
Mortar Battery) 

Lieut. J. Kay I 

r^Liout. D »A *W • o in to ah 
(Seconded to 13th Caxu 
Machine Oun Co. ) 


Awarded the Military Croce for OeAtglcuoue 
Gallantry and Demotion to duty. 

(Auth. London Gazette Mo 30304 dated 26-7-17.) 


12. LKAVK OF ABSOICi,. 
Lieut. V.T. Olene 
Lieut. K.B. MacLaren 


Granted 10 daye Leare to U.K. firm 29-A-17, 

Granted Laawe to England from 1-0-17 to 12-9-17. 

(EEXXKXKR Auth. O.C. 15th Can. Battalion A.F. 
B.213 dated 1—9—17.) 


13.STRUCK OFF STREKOTl AND SCTAJLI?3?yK?IT . 

Lieut. D.V. McDonald | | MOUND'D AMD MI33IM0.(Bellowed Killed) l*Wft-17. 

iS (Auth. O.C. 15th Can. Battalion A.F. B.213 
dated 1-0-17.) 


Lieut. J.M. Forgle 
(To England 5-5-17.) 


Baring been detached from 15th Can. Battalion 
for a period of more than four months la now 
reported aa POSTED to let. Central Ontario Regtl. 
Depot Shornollffe 5-9-17. 

(Auth. Hdgr*. Canadians Routine Order Mo 1962 
dated 11-7-17.) 



Lieut. 

for Lt—Col.A.A.O. 
Canadian Section. 
3rd. Echelon. G.ff.Q. 


Lieutenant James Wylie 
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ATTACHMENT #10b 


BCD HD ABIES. 4 . RIGHT 30UNDARY. BOUNDARf BETWEEN 

Z _ COOKIES. _ 

Britlefcaflront Line. British Print Lino* 
Boyau 50. Boyau 55 


German Front Line. 
H. 31. b. 10.05* 

Blue Line. 
K.SI.d.70.15 • 


Gem an Front Line. 
.35.451 

Blue Line. 

H .26.d.90.50. 


LEFT BOUNDARY. 'I 

Zriti-sh Front Line. 

• Boyau 55. 

German Front L^ne. 
H.25.d.68.70 

3l*e Line. 
H.26.d.68.70 


Green Line. 
H.26.C.45.41 


Groen Line. 

H.26.c.£0.60. 


Green Line. 

H.25.d.68.70. 


FORMATION. 5. 


First Wave, Front Line. 

Line of Movers Bp, Front Line. 

2nd.lave and Lieut.Samuels Platoon, Support Line. 
3rd.Wave and Lieut.Reeves* Platoon, MEATH Trench. 


PLAN OP 
ATTACK. 


6. On arrival at the BLUE LINE . 

(a) there will be a passe of 41 minutes. 

(b) Consolidation of trenches and reorganisation will be 
effected at once. 

(c) As soon as the barrage ha3 lifted 200 yards east of the 
1LIB LINE, strong Levis G un Posts will be pushed out. 

(d) Blacks will be built by No.4 Company, at the points, 

H.25.d.75.85. andR.25.d.90.80. 

(e) then the advance is resumed, if necessary, the first 
two waves will advance as one wave. The Third Wave 
will resain on the 1LUE line and continue to consolidate 
unless needed bjuike to reinforce the first two waves. 


On arrival at the GREEN LINE. 

(a) The line will immediately be consolidated. 

(b) Strong points will be constructed as follows:- 
N0.6. H .2$. c.20.25 by Lieut.Maclarens Platoon. 

No.7. H.26.c.10.45 by Lieut.Andrews " 

No.8. H.25.d.85.60 by Lieut.Graham*s 11 

No.8. H.25.d.45.40 by Lieut.Samuel* s " 

(c) The Goman C.I. froa K’26.d.90.63 to H.26.C.1.7. w*ll 
be made into a fire trench and will be wired as soon as 
possible by Lieut.Reeves Platoon. 


1ARRAGES. 


7* 0 to Plus 4,No.Man's Land to German Front Line. 


Plus 4 

to 

« 

8, Gena an Front Line. 

a 

• 

to 

a 

12,German Front Line to Blue Line* 

a 

12 

to 

a 

20,BLUB LINE. 

a 

20 

to 

a 

24,100 lards east of BLUB LINE. 

a 

24 

to 

a 

65,200 " " 

a 

65 

to 

H 

68, GREEN LINE. 

a 

68 

to 

a 

71,100 yards east of GREEN LINE. 

a 

71 

to 

a 

74,200 " ■ •** 

a 

74 

Onwards, 500 * " • ■ 


READqpABIERS .j, MEATH Trench, H*8ff.e.6.8. 

Advanced Battalion Headquarters will be established if 
possible st H.26.d .70.26. 


Lieutenant James Wylie 
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ATTACHMENT #10c 


<<o 


/it t iQ same time, a re ort cene over tl.e wire frpw tue F.G.G. 
that final objective had been reae ed* and t t mmi were i &in r 
in. ( n he actual time .or this was 5*30. Me boys were one jump 
a .ead of the 3 A uirrel) ow we had oil we’ed set out to et, it 

reruaimed to harig on to it* 


From this time on, frequent and fuller rep rts c&.e in. eneral 
re ort. such ;s vie had received, was satisfactory, but not MLf 
so Mucn so as r particulrr one from eacn Com. any Jo. mander us to e 
the exact situation and pondition. it 5*3d a. ., we .etr from 
..o*4 Company* ajor Meppar . reported he was »K« on Lae ifJE Liu; 
cater report fr tl seme officer -it in the next fe . h urs. 
e .owed at is stren th was 57 •U* in hiie ree fatuous with 
, r i Lieut. ait received at 6*15 a*u. that he 

ni 1 l . • rou it t o :o.u eny strength u , to 'Jo O.h. and 2 officei 
'no report from this fficer brought tears of pity to many eyes in 
lei - Ly five risoners seen* such fearful barbarity 

in ur men, such a shameful se to ... e o. tlie Instruction in 
bayonet fighting. t udod were 

. io-.. kindly tr ate! by our .0 , Lein. - e^uiren by M. to n.:o only 
fifteen trips from the buttleflel t to Aid ,.ost .uarin :o aided - 
our wounded; Cy 7#15 kne t.At o.4 Company Lad its o; , oar ers 
at u iven mp location, non well dug in, ri me • n placed and 
as afr as t o wore c noemed ever tnini; "jake". ieut. c onald 
of this ay v/as killed in the attack, i .b m s wounded, 

oth were coni ratively new officers with ne italics, but fine 
soldiers and fellows. 


at 6*15 *m. we received a mess : from ujor irvou. e was 
consolidate ; 'lie 'LUli LL • asualtios :i .oon light nd he was 
in touch wi ;. ur barrage perfect* Lieyts r oon 

and Jon all iad been o nded. he iimer r out 3ince oxis” ./as, as 
the nickname i. .plies, an old-timer, ;uid ha won i a c mssion 
t rjf good n.rvice with t .e at tali on as a N.C.O. and had recently 
returned after recovering tom a oliguty. )o.*alu like onald and 
Chisholm of o # 4, had joined only e s ort time before aid this was 
their first show* The spirit was willing but ri^z, with chat annoy 
ng habit of his, had put a crimp in it. A lute report fx or ir 
-an received jit 6.5c a*ra. showed that e ?as :t 1le time of the 
message (6*15} oonsoliiatin s ron. joints n his iroxit, olocxs 
established. in short, everyt ing lovely. The first discouraging 

ar f rae f clu ed in o.l's - 0.3 Company 

was in bad snape. 


0.2 lompnny it will he recalled, were t e 0 v ers up, and were 
to do other s L c ial work, e heard m ood time t *at this nad bean 
do lie. t L. 5 f.n. worn was received throu .j ..u. 4 oy that Lieut. 
Hanoi had mi strong oint establis ed with une strength of 
fourteen, u.. i it the Fuitn bud been successfully 0^ ed up. Latex 
incorporated i 'oy reports we learned t at the jtuer ‘a zjllottec 
to this Ocmpoiiy had been made and sufficient men ..ere left to hold 
i volvm ed. He Loesn't have much 

fim. Last fall ne joitie t* e • taiion only to at nit as he went 
uo he line for the first > ime, :uid this second oiighty ceme only a 
short iiiie : or ho had rejoined. 1 nave already written of Lieut. 

• • :pl 

with tiie majority oi his party reporteu bacic to liead^ nrters havin, 
finis .ad the job as far ns 0 wire availnahe pe.mi ted. 

The position of l o*3 Company 00c aione some uneasiness. ,.s dr 
stated they had the toughest k to do. ;of re we heard 

aefixiitely from ajor birvan there was reason to feel tbat t lings 
V7ere not so satisfactory as tney migut be. . ro^ verbal reports ox 
run ers and w unded, ii waj known t at only one officer ^i^ut.dowan 
./aa left, and it vr s fiis first s ow m .1 i.iost urienviable psoition for 
him to 1 e in. ajor nvor had been wounded early in the fight 
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ATTACHMENT #11 
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ATTACHMENT #12 
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ATTACHMENT #13 



Lieutenant James Wylie 


Page 34 


Loos British Cemetery 6.H.2 



























































ATTACHMENT #14 



Lieutenant James Wylie 
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ATTACHMENT #15a 


Extracts from pages 258-259 describing burial of No. 3 Company casualties at the 
Green line. 

fighting, if it had to be. Men of broken but unbeaten No. 3 
Company carried Lt. Haldane’s body back to Battalion H.Q. 
Because of the continued pounding being given our old front-line 


and the old No Man’s Land by his heavies, it was impossible to 
carry many dead to the rear. Most of the gallant dead were burie< 

where they fell, near the new front-line. * counter 


Aerial photograph of Green Line on the west perimeter of Bois Hugo looking to 
the east: (markings by the Report Authors) 



Bo fade QuATOftZfe 


I Boie Hugo 


Leaend 


ng Points 

3. Rjefecence'Patnts 

4. tt. _ WyHe5?emains 

5. -T5ifi Battalion '*1 


* 


Lieutenant James Wylie 
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ATTACHMENT #15b 


Extract of 15 th Battalion War Diary for August 1917 providing notes on the aeroplane photograph that 
follows on the next page. 


15th. 3«T.chi.io;;, 
48th.HIGBL.y»DaBu 0* Cnlu.Dn. 



August 3lBt»1917 » 


Motos on the attached Aeroplane Photographs . 


Id 


This shows clearly the old Ho Man's Land, and the left 
flank af our objective. It also shows hew badly the enemy 
trenches wore smashed u^ bu our bombardment. 

This picture gives a fine idea of the position of 
BO is HUGO in relation to our final objective. It also shows 
clearly the -oints at wfiirh the enemy assembled for the various 
counter attacks, that is, BOIG DES DAMEo, PGM DE YEUDIL, 30U 
DE QUATORZK. 

3. This ma L . shows our jumping off trenches, and the enemy's 
trenches before they were badly smashed. 

4. Similar to Uo.3, showing more of the enemy su^ort area. 

5. This nae 9hows the enemy Front Line and su^orta just 
south of PUITS 14 31^, 

6- This is not very clear but it covers the area of 

our objective,and chows tho turning movement that it was necessary 
for the Battalion to nake. 

?. This aaj shows HUGO tfOCD plainly and that ^art that was 

within our objective* 

8. A very dear ma^ of our objective <md jGIu HUGO. 

0. This maj has bjun. taken at a vor; low altitude, and 

gives a good idea of the many defences that the enemy had made. 

The PUITS 14 BIS can bo very clearly 3oea, after the results of 
the bombardments by our heavies. 


Captain and Adjutant, 

15th. Battalion, 
48TH.HlU<iLai4DERb OP C..l^Da, 





Lieutenant James Wylie 
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ATTACHMENT #15b 


Edited and marked up “ Extract of 15 th Battalion War Diary for August 1917 ” providing on of the aerial 
photographs referenced in the notes on the previous page. 
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ATTACHMENT #15c 


Period trench map and modern day satellite image of the area of Bois Hugo as referenced in Attachment 
15b. The black arrow on the trench map and the + on the satellite image, mark the location of Lieutenant 
Wyle’s remains recovered at the Green Line. 
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ATTACHMENT #16 


Record of Services cards with burial map references 


Pte Brant CA. 

204555 

H25.d.4.5 Remains recovered 

Pte Cooke WL. 

678106 

H25.d.45.41 Remains recovered 

CpI Bunch B. 

27706 

H25.d.9.5 

Pte Cameron CC. 

192190 

H25.d.9.5 

Pte Dolby W. 

400867 

H25.d.9.5 

Pte Raymond EG 

436879 

H25.d.9.5 

Pte Davies J 

204689 

H25.d.9.5 

Pte Taylor SW 

681648 

H25.d.9.5 

Pte Chappell WJ. 

192861 

H25.d.8.4 Annotated "at front line." 

Pte Hogarth A. 

522746 

H 25.d.8.4 

Pte Lomas HF 

228050 

H25.d.9.5 

Sgt McDonald L 

438909 

H25.d.9.5 Annotated "Blue Line" 

Pte McIntosh NJ 

204554 

H25.d.9.5 

Pte O'Neill PJ 

437907 

H25.d.9.5 

Pte Tyler GE. 

799350 

H25. d.9.5 

Pte Thompson GA. 

487451 

H25.d.7.7 

Pte Perrett HA. 

204267 

H25.d.7.7 

Pte Thompson R. 

127268 

H25d 

Pte Craig C. 

254 

H25.d.20.30 Annotated "buried in front of our position." 

Pte Dunbar J. 

193551 

H25.d Annotated "in enemy wire" 

Pte Fisher CD. 

22735 

H25.d 

Pte Kemp MJ. 

204751 

H25.d 

Pte Crowe AA 

192200 

H25.d.75.88 "near Bois Hugo" 

Record of services cards w 

thout burial map references or only annotations 

Pte Boag W. 

800205 

nil 

Pte Dougall HW. 

63294 

nil 

Pte Duffey CH. 

23126 

"front line objective - Green Line." 

Pte Grant TP. 

799303 

nil 

Pte Harding TG 

678064 

"Chalk Alley" 

Pte Hartley WH. 

603012 

nil 

Pte Hollingsworth W. 

193077 

"50 yards short Blue Line." 

Pte Houghton RC. 

800176 

nil 

LCpI Lincoln J. 

47881 

"no man's land." 

Pte Marshall AG. 

204123 

"no man's land." 

Pte McMillan A 

27931 

nil 

Pte Ostlund A. 

888337 

nil 

Pte Palmer CP. 

408512 

nil 

Pte Parker FN 

799632 

nil 

Pte Sharman J. 

887393 

nil 

Pte Steen R. 

888343 

nil 

Pte Telfer J. 

887401 

nil 

Sgt Tosh HI. 

204221 

nil 

Pte Walker W. 

27270 

nil 

CpI Walton RD 

193405 

nil 

Regimental History reports 

location 

Wylie JA 

McDonald DW 

Lieutenant 

Lieutenant 

"Green Line" 

"Blue Line" 
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ATTACHMENT #17a 


Page 248 Regimental History - Lt Reeves 

The wiring party were out in front. Lt. Reeves, who won his M.C. the previous winter, 
was killed near the beginning. 


LU 'IflLC l L-nill U1C L-UUUIU.ULI -1U, U ^ U I L1|J JL L !IJ . - 

Until later there was little enemy artillery play, but the sniping 
and machine-gun fire grew with the light. The wiring party were 
out in front Lt Reeves, who won his M.C. the previous winter, 
was killed near the beginning. So, under Sgt. C. W, Keach the work 


ATTACHMENT #17b 


Page 257 Regimental History - Lt Haldane 

Lt. Haldane, up on the parapet and frantically heaving Mills, was killed by a Potato- 
masher, which fell at his feet. He died fighting, after a day in which his recklessness and 
disregard for danger had been a vast inspiration to his hard pressed men. 


Hill 70 257 

just as it was seen that- the attacking Hun was losing heart, cour¬ 
ageous Lt, Haldane, up on the parapet and frantically heaving Mills, 
was killed by a Potato-masher, which fell at his feet. He died 
fighting, after a day in which his recklessness and disregard for 
danger had been a vast inspiration to his hard-pressed men. They 
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ATTACHMENT #17c 


Page 258 Regimental History - Lt Haldane 

Men of broken but unbeaten No. 3 Company carried Lt. Haldane’s body back to 
Battalion H.Q. Because of the continued pounding being given our old frontline and the 
old No Man’s Land by his heavies, it was impossible to carry many dead to the rear. 
Most of the gallant dead were buried where they fell, near the new frontline.* *Manyyears 
afterwards, Capt. Proudfoot, on a visit to the battlefields, was able to direct a member of the War Graves 
Commission to the exact spot where these men were buried. 


fighting, if it had to be. Men of hroken but unbeaten No. 3 
Company carried Lt Haldane’s body back to Battalion H,Q. 
Because of the continued pounding being given our old front-line 

Hill 70 259 

and the old No Man’s Land by his heavies, it was impossible to 
carry many dead to the rear, Most of the gallant dead were buried 
where they fell, near the new front-line.* 


*Many years aftenranfe, CapL lYaudfcaL, on a visit to the battlefolds, was able to direct a 
member af the War Graves CnmnUEEian to the exact spot where thes men were buried. 


ATTACHMENT #17d 


Page 260 Regimental History - Lts Wylie, MacDonald and Reeves 

The companies had shared alike in the cost and in the honour. No. 4 Company lost Lt. 

J. A. Wylie, killed, and Lt. D. W. MacDonald who was missing, believed killed.Lt. 

S. J. Reeves, M.C., of No. 2Company, had been killed at the beginning of the show. 


among the officers and the N.C.O.’s. The companies had shared 
alike in the cost and in the honour. No. 4 Company lost Lt. J. A. 
Wylie, killed, and Lt. D. W. MacDonald who was missing, believed 
killed. Lt Gordon T. Chisholm was wounded No. 3 Company 


Lieutenant James Wylie 
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ATTACHMENT #17e 


Lieutenant Haldane: II.E.16 Mazingarbe Communal Cemetery Extension 


8 

3 - 5 ^ 

2 

:<s* 



1. NO. | 2. RANK OR RATING 

3. SURNAME 

«. CHRISTIAN NAMES 


Lieutenant 

HALDANE 

Ewen McGregor 


*• 0,1 san ’ 

«. DATE Or CASUALTY* 

j. H.Q. nix NO. RELIGION 


15th. Battalion 

18-8-17 

649-H-12236 Presbyterian 


9. CIRCUMSTANCES OP CASUALTY 


10. NAME, RELATIONSHIP AND ADDRESS OF NEXT OP KIN 


"DIED OS' WOUNDS" 

Whilst in command of a Company shortly after the 
objective was reached, in an attack on Hill 70, Loos, 
the enemy counter-attacked heavily, and when proceeding 
along a trench, be was hit in the heud by shrapnel from 
a hand grenade thrown by the enemy. He was evacuated 
to No.2 Canadian Field Ambulance where he succumbed 
shortly afterwards. 


. LOCATION OF U 


E OF CASUALTY 


N OTE :—IUrma 12 


I IXX’ATION Of CEMETERY 


. GRAVE LOCATION 


. REGISTERED NO. OF GRAVE 


Mazingarbe Communal Cemetery 
Extension 


. PHOTOGRAPH OF GRAVE TAKEN 


miles South East of Noeux* 
les-Mines, France, 


. PHOTOGRAPH OF GIL\VE A 


>. FURTHER PARTICULARS ON RKVBRSB S! 



Lieutenant James Wylie 
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ATTACHMENT #17f 


Lieutenant Reeves: II.E.15 Mazingarbe Communal Cemetery Extension 


RRJSVES (k.C.) 


Samuel John 


A UNIT OR SHIP 

A DATE OF CASUALTY 

7. H.Q. FILE NO. 

15th Battalion. 

16.8.17. 

258-10-85. 


A CIRCUMSTANCE* OP CASUALTY 


"Killed in Action". 


. LOCATION OF UNIT AT TIME OF CASUALTY' 


Anglican. 


*E. RELATIONSHIP AND ADORERS OF NEXT O 




MAZINGARBE COMMUNAL CEMETERY 
EXTENSION. 


PHOTOGRAPH OP GRAVE TAKEN 


l. LOCATION OP CEMETERY 


2£ miles South East of 
NOEUX-LES-MINES, PRANCE. 


k CRAVE LOCATION 


i. REGISTERED NO. OF GRAVE 


. PHOTOGRAPH OF CRAVE AND CEMETERY SUPPLIED TO 


19. FURTHER PARTICULARS ON REVERSE SIDE OF SHEET. 
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ATTACHMENT #18a 


Canada. War Graves Registers (Circumstances of Casualty) 


I 

I. NO. 

a. RANK OR RATING 

S. SURNAME 

«. CHRISTIAN NAMES 


Lieutenant 

BEEVES (U.O.) 

Samuel John 

*■ uxrr on suit* 

4. DATE OF CASUALTY 

T. IL Q. KILE NO. 

L RELIGION 

15th Battalion. 

16.8.17. 

338-10-85. 

Anglican. 

t. CIRCUMSTANCES OF CASUALTY 

10. NAME, RELATIONSHIP AND ADDRESS OP NEXT OP KIN 

"Killed in Action". 


11. LOCATION OP UNIT AT TIME OF CA8UALTY 

LOOS. 

NOTE-!*- r.™ - . 

'»• CEMETERY 

U. LOCATION OP CEMETERY 

M. ORATE LOCATION | It. REOI4TKKEO NO. OB GRAVE 

MAZINGABBE COMMUNAL CEMETERY 
EXTENSION. 

Si miles South East of 
NOEUX-LES-MINSS. FRANCE. 


t«. PHOTOGRAPH OP GRAVE TAKEN 

17. EXPOSURE NO. 

IA PHOTOGRAPH OF GRAVE AND CEMETERY SUPPLIED TO 

pw 



It. PURTHER PARTICULARS ON REVERSE HIDE OP SHEET. 





\X K 

BATING 

J. SURNAME 


«. Christian names 

-# 



Lieutenant HALDANE 


Ewen McGregor 



*• UNIT OR SHIP 

4. DATE Or CASUALTY 


7. B-Q. HUE NO. 

4. RELIGION 




15th, Battalion 

18-8-17 


649-H-12236 

Presbyterian 




t. CIRCUMSTANCES OP CASUALTY 



10- NAME. RELATIONSHIP 

AND ADDRESS OT NEXT OF KIN 




"DIED OF WOUNDS" 






i 

E 

4 

Whilst in command of a Company shortly after the 
objective was reached, in an attack on Hill 70, Loos, 
the enemy counter-attacked heavily, and when proceeding 
along a trenoh, he was hit in the head by shrapnel from 
a hand grenade thrown by the enengr. He was evacuated 
to No.2 Canadian Field Ambulance where he succumbed 
shortly afterwards. 





Jj 


11. LOCATION OP UNIT AT TIME OF CASUALTY 






#4 










NOTE ! -I ttMU . U ~Il.^»4R.U»-, 







IL CEMETERY 

«- LOCATION OF CEMETERY 


14. GRAVE LOCATION 

U. REGISTERED NO. OP GRAVE 












Mazingarbe Communal Cemetery 
Extension 

2i miles South East of 
les-Mines, France. 

1 






Noeux* 

1 














14. PHOTOGRAPH or GRAVE TAKEN 

17. EXPOSURE NO. 


U. PHOTOGRAPH OP GRAVE AND CKMETERY SUPPLIED TO 




j 



’ 


is. PURTHER particulars on 

REVERSE SIDE OF 
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ATTACHMENT #18b 


Canada. War Graves Registers (Circumstances of Casualty) 
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ATTACHMENT #19 



Lieutenant James Wylie 
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ATTACHMENT #20 


This “Reporting and Review/’ attachment is provided to assist all parties in the submission of an 
investigative report related to the identification of the burial location, or headstone markings, of a 
member of the Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF) during the Great War 1914-1921. The 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) receives a copy of this report in the event 
they wish to make changes to the commemoration details. In order to alter the records, the 
CWGC has set out their criteria for the procedure and submission of cases for review, as 
detailed below. The CWGC is under no obligation to make changes based on a report. 


Procedure: 

All new identification cases need to be 
assessed in the first instance by the 
Canadian Agency (CA) and submissions 
should go to their office directly. After an 
initial assessment, if the Agency feels that the 
case is compelling, they will then pass all the 
documentation to the Commemorations Team 
at the Commission's Head Office. Head Office 
will then review the case and inform the CA of 
their findings. The Canadian authorities will 
then decide whether or not any changes to 
the arrangements for commemoration are 
required and inform the Commission 
accordingly. 


Guideline Criteria for Submission: 

Cases need to present clear and convincing 
evidence to prove the identity of a casualty 
and must not be based on assumption or 
speculation. The Commission's 
Commemoration Team will also consider 
whether the findings of a better informed 
contemporary investigation are being revisited 
and if there is any new evidence to consider. 
By way of example, it is unlikely that the 
Commission would support a revision of the 
arrangements for the commemoration where 
it is apparent that no new evidence is being 
presented and, a better informed previous 
decision is being revisited some 100 years 
later. 


The following have participated in the preparation, review and submission of this report on a 
voluntary basis. Those noted below have read the investigative report and compared it to the 
criteria set out by the CWGC, as a guiding principle, and have agreed to have their name 
included as part of the review team. The CWGC may contact any of the reviewers at the e-mail 


Name 

Affiliation 

E-mail 

Contribution 

Greg Young 

Brigadier-General (ret) 

Chairman, 15th Battalion CEF 
Memorial Project 

15thbncef@amail.com 

Primary 
Investigator & 
Report Author 

Richard Laughton 

Private Researcher 

LMC Great War Research 
Company 

rlauahton@lauahton.ca 

Researcher & 
Report Author 


Lieutenant James Wylie 


Page 48 


Loos British Cemetery 6.H.2 













